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82nt_:| Airborne Division: The All American Division.

The 82nd Airborne Division was initially activated as an Infantry Division on March 25, 1942, at Camp
Claiborne, Louisiana, but was designated as ‘*Airborne’” on August 15th, 1942, and was moved to Fort
Bragg, North Carolina. After reorganization and completion of airborne training, the 82nd embarked for
North Africa in April of 1943 and landed at Casablanca. The Division continued to train and prepare for
combat and on July 9th, 1943, Infantry elements boarded aircraft for the invasion of Sicily and dropped
behind enemy lines in the Gela area in the largest airborne night operation conducted up to that time.
Because of high winds and lack of trained pilots, the actual landings did not take place as planned, and
troops were scattered over a fifty mile area. A similar airborne operation supporting the British landing force
also initially met with poor landing results. Although the units did not drop where planned, the combative
spirit of the men of the Division made up for this because they attacked enemy position, concentrations,
and relief forces wherever they were found and the resulting confusion delayed enemy response to the am-
phibious attacks. Other elements of the 82nd made an airborne drop in Gela area on July 11th and 12th
after receiving mistakenly directed friendly fire. Soon,the entire Division was engaged and pushed 150
miles in six days capturing several towns and cities during its advance. The Sicilian Campaign ended for the
Division on July 29th after the surrender of the Egadi Islands, and units were airlifted back to Tunisia for a
rest and new equipment. After several planned drops were cancelled, the 82nd was back in action on
September 13th when one Regiment made a night drop on the Salerno beachhead to reinforce the defenses
against determined German counterattacks. Division units bolstered the lines in the rugged Altavilla Hills

and eventually all elements of the Division were landed by boat and air and participated in the capture of
Naples. After a short period of occupation and security duty in the Naples area, most units of the 82nd
were sent to Ireland in November of 1943 and moved to England in February of 1944 for additional train-
ing. At the request of Fifth Army Headquarters, the 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment stayed in ltaly and
spearheaded the Allied attack through the rugged mountains. On January 22nd it made amphibious
assault landings at Anzio as part of Operation Shingle. Before the 504th returned to Division control in
England in April of 1944, the regiment had engaged in some of the worst fighting of the war at Anzio and
had lost nearly 600 men in less than two months. Reinforced with elements of the 2nd Airborne Brigade,
the Division (less the 504th which had remained in England) dropped by air and glider behind enemy lines
on June 6th (D Day) at Normandy near St. Mere Eglise and Chef de Font. The primary mission of the air-
borne elements was to prevent enemy reinfarcements from reaching the beaches. Once again, the landings
were widely scattered, but the aggressive spirit of the troops and the confusion that the scattered landings
caused combined to make the attack a success. Key German communications centers were captured
along with the German 91 st Division Commander and his tactical Headquarters making this Division unable
to counterattack Allied forces landing a short distance away on the beaches. The 82nd remained in action
for 33 days and fought from Carentan to Ste. Sauvenor and made several river crossings and also helped
to capture a beachhead for elements of the VIl Corps. After a brief rest in England, the Division was air-
borne again along with the 508th Parachute Regiment of the 2nd Brigade for the airborne phase of Opera-
tion Market Garden. Landing 50 miles behind enemy lines near Nijmegen, Holland, on September 15th,
1944, the Division was given the primary mission of capturing the bridge at Nijmegen and was assigned
several secondary objectives. After five days of bloody fighting, the 82nd had captured a bridge over the
Maas River, occupied the high ground at Berg en Dahl, secured crossings over the Maas-Waal Canal, and
with the help of the British Guards Armored Division had captured the Nijmegen Bridge intact. On
September 23rd, additional elements of the 82nd landed and reinforced the landing area and the
bridgehead against a series of German counterattacks until being relieved on November 13th. Following a
period of rest in France, the Division was called upon to turn back the German attack through the Ardennes
and entered the Battle of the Bulge on December 18th at Werbomont. After blunting a German Panzer at-
tack just a few miles from the First Army Headquarters along the northern salient, the 82nd advanced 11
miles inside the German wedge to rescue trapped American units. On December 24th, the Division was
ordered to withdraw to stabilize lines and did so (under protest) but advanced on January 3rd, 1945, and
regained ground given up and also destroyed elements of two German divisions. After a brief rest, the
82nd was on the attack again in the St. Vith area and broke through the Siegfried Line on February 3rd
after a bitter struggle against the weather and German defenders. The Division crossed the Roer River, and
was then given a brief rest for refitting before going back into action in the Koln area where it helped to
trap German forces in the Ruhr Pocket. After crossing the Elbe River on April 30th and establishing a
bridgehead, the 82nd raced cross the Meckenburg Plain and on May 2nd, 1945, accepted the surrender of
145,000 troops of the German 21st Army at Ludwigst. After a period of occupation duty in Berlin, the
Division returned to the United States in January of 1946 for reassignment. The men of the Division fought
in seven different campaigns in WW |l and are credited with 422 days of combat but suffered 6,993 com-
bat casualties. The shoulder patch worn by the 82nd Airborne is based on a WW | design tht was approved
by the AEF on October 21st, 1918. The original red square design with a blue circle had previously been
used to mark the Division’s baggage and transport. At the request of the troops, the ““AA'" monogram was
added to represent the “*All American’’ Division. The 82nd had adopted this nickname after a reorganization
had added personnel to the Division from six military posts located in six different areas of America.
Sergeant Alvin C. York of Tennessee was the Division’s most famous WW | soldier. The *'Air-

borne’’ tab was approved for wear on August 31st, 1942,
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STAFF SERGEANTS
James M Alt
Robert C Darrow
James 0 Lamb

SERGEANTS
R.G. Atwood
Albert G Callias
Espen H Christensen
Thomas A Janosik
Maynard A Jones
Leonard A Morrison

TECHNICIsNS LTH GRADE

John F Harrington
Benjamin L Land
Donald M Sharpe

CORPORALS
Ralph E Allman
Robert R Hall
Cecil Higgins
Willie Hosey
Frederick B Jenkins
Peter J Ledworowski
Albert H Moffat
Roscoe Pugliese
Walter J Ryska
Wilbert I Tindall
Joseph S Visi
Stanley J Wesley

TECHNICIANS 5TH GRADE

William M Cable
William R Carson
Ralph L Falk
Larry J LeMay

TECHNICIANS 5 GRADE

Lloyd C Patterson
Sam R Zimmerman

PRIVATES FIRST- CL4SS

Joe W inderson
James G Back

Sam S Bélcher
Elmer F Bricker
Eldon L Bruhn:
arnel C Carpenter
Donzld B Dugger
Normsn Franklin
aAlbert Gibbs
Douglas E Gray
Harold S Holder
Carlton C Johnson
Walter I Kivisto
Frank E Kline
Hobert J MecComas
Corbett J McYoung
Oscar Napier

Carl C Jones
John 4 Parrish
Harold N Posey
Max Schloss
Harold L Smith
William G Smith
Joseph A4 Sopuch
Paul E Speakman
Robert H Stewart
Sherman R Stover
Kenneth W Tarr
Pharis Taylor

‘Joe Tinskey

Leonard L Tuttle
Merlin T Underwood

PRIVATHS FIRSTCLASS CONT'D

Edward E White
0.dJ.Wilkenson

PRIVATES
Ernest P Arnold Jr
Louis J Barna
Christopher Bryant
Lavell W-Chandler
Patriek' J Charles
Ernest S Clayton
Otha Clayton
Richard W Coats
Homer W Cowger
Raymond J Cozadd
Irving B Currier
John Dennehy
Clarence E Dickson
lartin T Erlandscn
Ernest E Foster
Charles E Grudy
George Hamas Jr
Joseph 4 Harman
Peter Hollobrady
William B Hoy Jr
Carmine J Integlia
Francis L Kegelmyer
John V Klag Jr
Nicholas Kushner
Leo J Lenkiewicz
Leonard D Lowery
Fate licLaren Jr
Frank Morabito
John J Murawski
Charles W Nestor
Geno Passoni
George Peper

PRIVATES CONT'D
Louis J Preger
Raymond Price
Thomas J Prior
Theodore R Purcell
Alexander C Ried
Donzld D Reid
Salvatore J Roberto
Edward F Ryczko
Joseph S Santosky
Glen W Sawyers
iichael J Scafidi
Salvatore Scavone
Hurold W Scheid
Idward J Schnetzler
Dorsey E Shinglecton
Clarence W Smallwood
Charles W Smith
Peter W Smith Jr
Mllard C Spears
Samuel K Stalnaker
Harry E Steed
Charles Sulich
Beryl D Swesey
Charles C Tice
Carl C Tocado
Thomas A Vaughn
Jumes Vege
Clifford C Williams
Dudley M Williams
Maurice W Williams
Fredinand Wrbata
Nelson 4 Woerner
arthur J Wurster
Woodrow Yeager
Kenneth J Zeitler
Dominick A Zumbo
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Having satisfactorily completed the prescribed course of instructions
in knots and lashings, loading organizational equipment in airplanes
and gliders, and safe loading principles; and having participated in

glider flights under tactical or simulated tactical conditions,

STAFF SERGEANT ESPEN H. CHRISTENSEN 31000870

a member of the Eighty-Second Airborne Division, is hereby entitled
to wear the Glider badyge.
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PAUL H, BROCK @m
CAPT.. FA. ~

INSTRUCTOR

e v

PAUL E. WRIGHT
H.ﬁ. Col., 320th Glider Field E&Hﬁmw% Battalioen
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SUPREME HEADQUARTERS
ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force!

You are about to embark upon the Great Crusade, toward
which we have striven these many months. The eyes of
the world are upon you.The hopes and prayers of liberty-
loving people everywhere march with you. In company with
our brave Allies and brothers-in-arms on other Fronts,

you will bring about the destruction of the German war
machine, the elimination of Nazi tyranny over the oppressed
peoples of Europe, and security for ourselves in a free
world.

Your task will not be an easy one. Your enemy is well

trained, well equipped and battle-hardened. He will
fight savagely.

But this is the year 1944 ! Much has happened since the
Nazi triumphs of 1940-41. The United Nations have in-
flicted upon the Germans great defeats, in open battle,
man-to-man. Our air offensive has seriously reduced
their strength in the air and their capacity to wage

war on-the ground.  Our Home Fronts have given us an
overwhelming superiority in weapons and munitions of
war, and placed at our disposal great reserves of trained
fichting men. The tide has turned ! The free men of the
world are marching together to Victory !

I have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty
and skill in battle. We will accept nothing less than
full Victory !

Good Luck! And let us all beseech the blessing of Al-
mighty God upon this great and noble undertaking.
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PERSONAL MESSAGE
FROM THE C-IN-C

(T'o be read out to all Troops)

On this day of victory in Europe I feel I would like to speak to all who have served and
fought with me during the last few years. What I have to say is very simple, and quite
short.

I would ask you all to remember those of our comrades who fell in the struggle. They gave
their lives that others might have freedom, and no man can do more than that. I believe
that He would say to each one of them:

“Well done, thou good and faithful servant.”

And we who remain have seen the thing through to the end; we all have a feeling of great
joy and thankfulness that we have been preserved to see this day.

We must remember to give the praise and thankfulness where it is due:

“This is the Lord’s-doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.”

In the early days of this war the British Empire stood alone against the combined might of
the axis powers. And during those days we suffered some great disasters; but we stood firm:
on the defensive, but striking blows where we could. Later we were joined by Russia and
America; and from then onwards the end was in no doubt. Let us never forget what we owe
to our Russian and American allies; this great allied team has achieved much in war; may it
achieve even more in peace.

Without doubt, great problems lie ahead; the world will not recover quickly. from the upheaval
that has taken place; there is much work for each one of us.

I would say that we must face up to that work with the same fortitude that we faced up to the
worst days of this war. It may be that some difficult times lic ahead for our country, and for
each one of us personally. If it happens thus, then our discipline will pull us through; but
we must remember that the best discipline implies the subordination of self for the benefit of
the community.

It has been a privilege and an honour to command this great British Empire team in western
Europe. Few commanders can have had such loyal service as you have given me. I thank
each one of you from the bottom of my heart.

And so let us embark on what lies ahead full of joy and optimism. We have won the German
war. Let us now win the peace.

Good luck to you all, wherever you may be.

G L th%qd\mugr

Field-Marshal,

Germany, C.-in-C.,
May, 1045. 21 Army Group.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

TO MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY EXPEDITIONARY
FORCES:

You are a soldier of the United States Army.

You have embarked for distant places where
the war is being fought.

Upon the outcome depends the freedom of your
lives: the freedom of the lives of those you love—
your fellow=citizens—your people.

Never were the enemies of freedom more
tyrannical, more arrogant, more brutal.

Yours is a God-fearing, proud, courageous
people, which, throughout its history, has put its
freedom under God before all other purposes.

We who stay at home have our duties to
perform—duties owed in many parts to you. You will
be supported by the whole force and power of this
Nation. The victory vou win will be a victory of all
the people—common to them all.

You bear with you the hope, the confidence,

the gratitude and the prayers of your family, your
fellow-citizens, and yvour President—

%«f/u'. leafaj‘_ |
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| manof :Sullivan, ia¥e: members of the
| first” airborne T artillery
* |landed‘in France on D-Day.

- [ Fort Devens, Mass, Aug. 26—Ilrsl

- Presidential .Unit :: Citation.

.| prisoner’ ‘in - Germany,

;E‘dil'i'iéi'i:1151!ll,‘ 63
d:’Sgt.. William E. Lee-

unit to he

+ Sgt,: Espen H. Christensen, son of Mr.
cand Mrs,  Hans-H. Christensen of H3b
< Summit! = Street, - Portland, Me., and

* husband of ‘Mrs. Anna T. Christensen |
- ofv'63:

Kent Street,:Portland, hus ar-|
ere afterhaving- served ovm‘-L

. 'seasiwith-ithe : 82nd ¢ Airborne ' Troops
« sinces April, 1943, and ‘will " be ‘dis-L
- charged .shortly under 'the point sys-..

“item*- A-veteran of the Sicilian, Ital-i

‘ian, Normandy,Holland, ‘Belgium andj *
..German:campaigns,‘he' wears six bat-

‘tle stars,":the 'Purple®Heart. and ‘tbe
He at-
.bended " the = Portland - schools ‘before
‘enteringithe service ‘in. February, ‘1941,
|Abrother, T/3 .Soren Christensen,  is
:sewin;i in France. !

e

Westbrook, Nov, 29—Sgt. William,
E.-Leeman, USA, reported missing in
action 'in 'Holland =~ Sept. 18, is a
according to,
word: received from the War Depart-
‘ment by his mother, Mrs. Nina Lee-|
man :of Haskell, Street. He was at-

‘| tached to a glider unit. Sergecant Lee-
‘| man, overseas 33 months, has served:

in'ithe. North African, Sicilian and!
Italian: Campaigns. ‘He received hisj
training at Fort -Bragg, N. C. and!
Camp. Claiborne,  Louisiana. v &)

Sgt. William E. Leoman of West-]

| brook, liberated from a German pris-!-
jfon“camp in “February, now is in the|

.= |hands' of ‘the American Red Cross!
' {awaiting transportation home, he has!

- 4 written  his mother, Mrs, Nina  Lee-|

tman.of 'Haskel Street. |
Leeman, -in" his first letter home|

.isince his‘imprisonment last Septem-|

ber;-said he was in “good health” and|
expected ‘to see his ‘mother soon. A|

“iveteran'of 28 months of overseas serv-|

ice, :-Leeman was serving with a glid-|
er-unit., of an' airborne division at!

“the time" of his capture in Holland,
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Maine Man

And Maid In Service

Portland Man In Charge Of

Belie_ved First

r“""\“n ‘.‘ "
‘;;‘r A LA \
e, 3

F/8gt. Espen M. Christensen, dlachafgeé\frOle

after four and a half years of

i The outstanding record of a Port-
land soldler who was in charge of
{:rubably the first land artlllery gun

0 go Into action in the Normandy
invaslon was brought to light with
his return to this Country and dis-
charge from the Army after four and
& half years' service,

A member of the famed B2nd Air-
‘borne Division, whom the Uermans
dubbed “The Devlls in Babhby Pants,”
F/Sgt. Espen H. Christensen of 63
Kent Street took part in so many
campaigns that a mere. recital sounds
like an iIndex of Army operations In
the European ‘Theater,

Besides a total of 110 discharge
tmlnu, tho 28-year-old sergonnt onrnnd
he bronze arrowhend for spearhiend-
ing the airborne asssulla on  Noi-
mandy and Nijmegen, Holland, aix
combat stars, a preaidential cltntion,
the Putple Hearlt and Cood Oonduot
Medal.

He was in Tunlsla when the Axls
was routed from Africa; he landed
in 8lelly and fought on hu- Yolturn
River in Italy, he was In the thin
of the Battle of the Dulue, Lhe hsltor.
Ing of the Rhineland and the aweap
across Central Qermany b wesl Lh
Russians, | %

Overshadowing ull the actlon ha
saw, however, remainas the nightmare
that was Normandy,

The landing was made in the dark-
ness of early- D-Day. First the long
sky train hed to run'the gauntlet of
teiifymgly accurate German ack-
ac

“Flak and tracers were all arouu&

us,” Christensen recalled. “We could |

hear the flak as it crashed through
our glider. The German gunners were
good, They even tried to cut the rope
.that- connected us with our tow
‘plane.” g
Landing wasn't the smooth ‘opera-
‘tion it had been in {raining. In the
blackness, it was a matter of crash-
ing. The motorless craft plopped in
swamps, smashed up agalnst trees
and fell to the ground, cracked up on|
the rough fields. Units were scattered
over _the countryside, men sepa-
rated from -thelr equipment, officers
from their men. Many were injured,

In Action In Normandy

Nazi flag he found in & minor Nazl headquarters in ColGgne.

[ ithe invasion starled.

[ 'five weeks of ‘heavy fighting, we were

Gun

| i ey

the Army |
service, shows his wife, Anna, & .

f
iGlldor Hits Hedgerow
When his own glider landed up
against a slx-foot hedgerow, Ohristen-
sen took a rap on the motlh, His'
ibottom lip was split, the under side
of his tongue wan brulsed and awelled
Aup, though he didn't lose any teeth.

“Aftor a while a doolor looked at
me,” (he sergeant sald. "But he
jcouldn't do anything. He voulgn't
ieven take care of the seriously in-
{jured. It-was three days before I got!
‘medical treatment. Many of the!
men with broken limba lay out there:
that long befors the medies got  to]
Ithem "

COhrintenasn, n gnction sergoant of
fisld aptillery didn't haye time  to
nolive Hn Mijury,  the was Lo buay,
i top u\ WK ) Il - ~dhin't onteh
up wilth he ballery for two days.
There weore no offlcern  aronnd. B
he "kind of took over and gol the!
batlery organieed "

His own gun qur
the floor of the glider, It took an
Jhonr wid w hinll n’iul the nid of Lwa
Joepn L bl e gun olenr.  Mour
‘of the othey Hye wibm 1 the baltery
Rln wele danippint

e pmnneml i

amushed through

miehe sy wn

wa gol four Lo Wiy rvaimlirﬁ‘ L]
anlth, "Hot wa dlin't molually fire unul
morning."

, 8o far as the 82nd could learn,
jhis was the first artillery plece to
open fire on Ste. Mere Eglise, first
town in France to be captured, which
the “Devils” took only 12 hours after

What the outfit didn't know was
that two hours before their landing,
& German infantry division had come
into that sector on maneuvers.

“We knew it was a hot show,”
'sald * Christensen. “It was just one
‘continuous narrow escape. But after

ipulled cut and sent back to England.”
¢ The afrhorne landing near Nijme-
,¥en in Beptember, 1044, wasn't nearly
180 hot." 1t was mnde in daylight,
and the sergeanl this time landed
In a potato field right In the center
'of n village, The nallves poured out
of thelr houses and danced with joy
to see Lthe Amerionna and even helped

others wandered around darzed.

unload the glidera, ‘The battery lost

Four Portland Men
In Airborne Group

Bpecial Dispatch to The Press Herald

Headquarters, European Theater of
Operations, England, May 5.— Four
Portland men a'e among 24 Maine
men included in airborne troops from
New England now ready at this base
Lo partlcipate in the assault on Eu-
rope, ‘T'hey are Pfc. William H. Casey,
formerly n cook at the Congress
Miuare Hotel, Pfc. Norman J. Vance,
21 Muin S8treet; WO (jg- Stephen J.
McHugh, Oaks Avenue, Peaks Island,
assistant adjutant; and Pvt. Boland
J. Stuart, 169 Rear Woodford Street.

pnlv ona man. killad hv aniner fira

Others from Maine are: Pvt. Paul
N. Pontbriant and T/Sgt. Maurice Ar-
doin, Biddeford; Pvt. Arthur E. Me-
Donald, Ripley; Pvt. Conrad J. Du-
mont, Sanford; CWO Eugene E., Har-
vey, 76 Vincent Street, South Port-
land; Sgt. William E. Leeman, 54
Haskell Street, Westbrook; and these
parachutists: Pvt. Wallace E. Morgan,
Bethel; Pvt. Pelham P. Noyes, Bruns-
wick; Pvt. Paul E. Maurice, Bidde-
ford; Pvt. A. A. Dusseau, Charlotte;
Pvt. Donat M, Plourde, Caribou; Pvt.
Amasa E. Salley, Dover-Foxcroft; Pvt.
Allan R. King, Fairfield; Pfe. R. L.
Miller, Howland; Pvt. David R. Clark,
6 Gulf Island Avenue, Lewiston;
1/Sgt. Herschell Parks, Monticello;
Pvt. Robert Aube, Rumford; Pfc. J.
R. Bouffard, Sanford; and Cpl. Hubert
W. McMannus, 7 Thayer Street, Wa-
terville.

Relieved after two months, the outtit
was resting at a rear area camp when
the Nazls bust into' the Ardennes
region to start the Battle of the
Bulge, Rushed into the gap on only
8 day's notice and without time to
get new clothing and equipment, they
were in the front lines two and a
half months,

Battery Holds Point

“As we took up our positions, the
‘retreating Yanks moved back bumper
to bumper in a solid stream for a day
and a half,” Christensen recalled.

“Then the infantry moved back, and
for about 12 hours our battery was
right out there on the point, with
nothing between us and the Germans

“We didn't know what had happened
or we'd have got out of there fast
But apparently the enemy didn'l
reallzo t.ﬂe situation, either. When we
did pull back, two, of our trucks, ir
the excltement, headed straight fo
the German lines. Luckily, we wen
.able tn stop them.”

After another rest, during whick
Ohristensen was advanced to first ser:
geant, the division was readied for ar
nlrborne crossing of the Rhine, bu
thal wasn't nceded, so they fough'
ncross the Rhine at Cologne.

Covering the crossing of the El
and moving on to meet the Russian:
at Ludwigslust, the 82nd took 200,00(
prisoners, the entire 21st Germar
Army Group, the first time in mili.
tary history one division has forcec
an army to surrender. A

Christensen, whose wife is the for.
mer Anna C. Thomsen and whos
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Hans Christen.
sen, operate the Summit Nurseries a
539 Summit Street, entered the servie
in February, 1941. He served witl
the 82nd from the time of its activa.
tion in February, 1942. Educated i
the local schools, he worked with hi
parents and at Sawyer's Greenhoyse
Coyle Street, before the war. -‘

Enjoying a real vacation for th
first time since he joined the Army
he hasn't yet made up his mind abou
plans for the future. _




INVASION MEMORIES *

Jack Miiton/Staff Photographer
Espen Christensen, 91, of
Portland shows his French
Legion of Honor Medal for
helping to liberate. France
during World War.l.
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Exactly 63 years ago,
Espen Christensen began
a tour of exceptional duty.

By BETH QUIMBY
. StoffWriter

For most of his adult life,
Espen Christensen has been a
collector. The 91-year-old Port-
land native fills his days building
a collection of hand-powered
saws, planes and other carpen-
ter’s tools. ;

But as a younger man he
amassed a collection of another
kind: a chest full of shiny med-
als awarded to him for bravery
as a first sergeant in the U.S.
Army’s famed 82nd Airborne

t Division during World War II.

Christensen’s medal collection
received a new addition last
month: the Cross of the Legion
of Honor, France’s highest
award.

e

Portiander recalsdaring D-Day fig

i ek VR ey
by Francois Gauthier." consul
general of France, for their help
in liberating France from the
Nazis starting with the D-Day
invasion on June 6, 1944. The
ceremony on Boston Common
featured musket volleys, a pa-
rade and many speeches.

For Christensen, the event
brought back memories of
the battles he fought when he
headed an artillery battery that
Wwas one of the first to fire during
the Normandy invasion.

He is one of a dwindling num-
ber of War War II veterans who
fought in what is still the largest
seaborne invasion in history.

Only 3.5 million of the 16 mil-

lion U.S. soldiers who fought in_

World War II were alive in 2005,
according to the U.S. Census

Bureau, with 20,000 of those in

Maine. It is unclear how many of

the U.S. troops who tock part in -

the Battle of Normandy are still
It was presented to him and f,
15 other New England veterans see D-DAY, Back Page
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- father wanted to
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Continued from Page A1 \%
alive today and how many live
in Maine. . -

Sixty-three years ago today,

Christensen was in charge of 60
men who flew into France in six
gliders that had been towed by
planes over the English Chan-
nel. :
Constructed of metal frames
and sheathed in canvas, the glid-
ers were loaded with six jeeps,
six short-barreled howitzers
and other supplies. They landed
in the pitch dark amid bursts
of enemy .anti-aircraft fire.
Christensen’s glider crashed
into a 6-foot-tall hedgerow and
several men were injured.

“A lot of them landed in the
trees, all over the place,” said
Christensen.

Once on the ground, there was
a mad scramble to find all the
gliders, the men and supplies.
Some of the soldiers were sepa-
rated from their units for days

-~ or weeks.

Christensen’s howitzer had
smashed through the floor of
the glider. It took several hours
to haul it clear. Four of the other
six cannons were damaged. But
the soldiers managed to patch
them up and aimed their fire
on Ste. Mere Eglise, the first
French town to be liberated.

Days of nonstop combat fol-
lowed. ¥

“We went 442 days straight
and more than 6,000 (82nd Air-
borne Division soldiers) died,”
Christensen said.

He wouldn’t see his wife, Anna,
for more than two years, his
parents for more than three,

Christensen fought in many
of the war’s major battles. By
September 1944 he was in Hol-
land during Operation Market
Garden, where he remembers
the Dutch citizens helping
to unload his glider after he
landed outside Nijmegen. He
also fought the Nazis in Tunisia,
North Africa, and in Italy.

Six months after D-Day he
rushed into the Battle of the

v B
Bulge in the Ardennes Forest
on the border of Belgium and
Germany. He recalls sleeping
on the ground or in foxholes
with the thermometer plung-
ing to 14 degrees. The battle
lasted more than a month and

left more than 76,000 Ameri-

cans dead, wounded, missing or
captured.

From there the 82nd Airbome?
moved across central Germany'
to meet the Russians, taking'
200,000 Germans of the 2zist
(rerman Army Group prisoner. '
It was the first time a division of
the U.S. Army managed to force
an entire army to surrender,
according to a contemporary
account in the Portland Press
Herald.

. Along the way, Christénsen |

collected a bronze arrowhead |
for the assault on Normandy, |
six combat stars, a presidential
citation, a Purple Heart and a
Good Conduct Medal. He also
came home with a Nazi flag.

And he returned from the war
unscathed.

“It didn’t seem to affect me,”

' he said.

But his family said he on|
started talking ahout his wa
experiences after the 50th an.
niversary of D-Day. “It became
OK to talk about it,” said his son,
Tom Christensen of Bangor.

There are still some experi-
ences, such as liberating a con-
centration camp, that he won't
talk about, his son said. =

Tom Christensen said that like
many World War I veterans, his

put the war
behind him. vy

“The war was over and they
came home and went to work,”
he said.

When Espen Christensen got
home, he went to work at a
greenhouse, bought a grocery
store in Yarmouth, then worked
at a printing business before
retiring. He and his wife, who
died last year, raised two sons. |
Today he is the grandfather of

t five, and still drives and mows
his own lawn,

But the war memories return. |

 Like the time they scooped out |
: ;Peanut butter from five-pound ‘,

;;-} cans with their mess spoons

because they had nothing to
spread it on. And the buddy
who wound up getting another
assignment as a swap for the
$5,000 he won in a poker game
from some officers, ;
“He hoped it would get him
home earlier, but it didn’t,” said
Christensen. :

Staff Writer Beth Quimby can be
contacted at 791-6363 or at:
bqulmby@pressherald. com
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